
                        

       

       
       

   
 

 
 

Just Gardens 
  

 

Tickets 
 

$12 in advance 

$15 days of tour 
 

Advance purchase (until May 7): 
 

Send SASE (#10 business size) and 

check, payable to The Haven, to: 

Just Gardens  
P.O. Box 429, Irvington, VA 22480 

 

Days of tour: 
Tickets can be purchased at all gardens. 

 
Tickets also available at: 

The Dandelion 

Irvington Road, Irvington, VA  
Greenpoint Nursery 

Rte. 3, Lively, VA    
Wildest Dreams 

Rte. 200, Burgess, VA 
 

The Pedestal 

18 South Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 
 

River Birch Gifts 

Rte. 3, White Stone, VA 
 

Shoppe for Havenôs Sake 

5726 Richmond Road, Warsaw, VA   
(Tickets are non-refundable) 

 

For more information call 

 804-333-1099 Ext. 12  

Just Gardens 
 Our tenth anniversary tour is dedicated to 

the memory of a founding member of the 

Just Gardens tour, Maria Laqueur . She 

created and edited our publications and 

always provided practical insights to any 

question. We were just one of her many 

interests so we always appreciated the time 

she gave to make the Just Gardens tour a 

successful endeavor. A tree will be planted 

by the Just Gardens Committee at the Ha-

ven Shelter in her memory. 
 

 The Haven Shelter & Services, Inc.  
 Since 1986, the Haven has provided 

emergency shelter and services to victims 

of domestic violence, sexual assault and 

stalking in the counties of the Northern 

Neck and Essex County.  Services include 

emergency shelter, 24-hour hotline, court 

and hospital accompaniment, individual 

and group counseling, information, referral 

and public education. 
  The Havenôs growth is made possible by 

the generosity of the Northern Neck com-

munity.  Previous Just Garden Tours raised 

approximately $97,500, which went di-

rectly toward the construction of the new 

shelter, the ñHouse of Hopeò, and to create 

an endowment which will provide funds to 

maintain the facility and ensure quality 

services to residents in the future.  This 

yearôs proceeds will help The Haven estab-

lish the ñShoppe for Havenôs Sakeò Thrift 

Store.  We hope this new endeavor will 
provide the steady stream of revenue that is 

much needed to help us continue to provide 

services to victims of domestic violence 

and sexual assault. Thank you for provid-

ing your support by participating in Just 

Gardens!    
All services are free of charge and  

confidential. For information call  

1-800-224-2836. 
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Brochures printed courtesy of: 

10th anniversary  

tour  

To Benefit  

The Haven Shelter & Services  

MAY 14 & 15, 

2010  

10 AM until 4 PM  

Rain or Shine  

 

Note. There are many uneven and sloping 

surfacesðwear comfortable shoes, no 

dogs, no strollers and no smoking.  

Pleaseé. carpool if possible 
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Map not to scale 

 

 6. The WaterHouse 
          Janet and Klaus Boese 

 

From Kilmarnock  take Rte. 200 North for 4.2 

mi. Turn right on Rte. 606 (Shiloh School Rd.), 

go 2 mi. Turn right on Rte. 605 (Balls Neck 

Rd.), go 0.8 mi. and turn right on Rte. 670 

(Hardingôs Wharf). Go 0.6 mi. and turn left at 

Rte.735 (Whittaker Lane). Go 0.5 mi. to #632 

on right.  

 
Visitors approach the house down a short drive 

lined by beautiful hollies and first come upon a 

cloister garden filled with roses by the front 

door. This is not surprising as rose enthusiasts 

live here. A large play set for grandchildren is 

softened by fairy roses and ornamental grasses. 

On the south side of the house, cozy nooks and 

patios are filled with heathers, Indian haw-

thorns, nandinas and more roses, including a 

spectacular óNew Dawnô climber covering an 

arbor. Native growth is allowed to flourish 

along the shoreline.  A small wildflower 
meadow, a fruit orchard and a vegetable garden 

are on the north side. All the various spaces 

flow together smoothly to create the sense of a 

landscape much larger than 2 acres. 

 5. The Taylor Garden 
       Carol and Ron Taylor 

 

From Kilmarnock  take Rte. 200 North for 4.2 

mi. Turn right on Rte. 606 (Shiloh School Rd.), go 

2 mi. Turn right on Rte. 605 (Balls Neck Rd), go 

0.8 mi. and turn right on Rte. 670 (Hardingôs 

Wharf). Go 0.6 mi. and turn left at Rte. 735 

(Whittaker Lane). Go 0.5 mi. to #623 on left. 

 
This young garden is a wonderfully eclectic inspi-
ration for Bay-friendly gardeners. A stand of na-
tive trees still dominates the approach to the 
house. The lawn is limited to a very small area, 
adjacent to a long stretch of juniper extending 
over the rip-rap. Daffodils and daylilies are clus-
tered nearby, while added color comes from the 
collection of containers that edge the deck. The 
herb and vegetable gardens, with their sturdy 
raised beds and whimsical sculptures, are defined 
and protected by white fences. The driveway util-
izes permeable blocks, French drains and drywells 

  4. The Curtis Garden 
       Margaret and Ted Curtis 

  
From Kilmarnock take Rte. 200 North for 4.2 mi. 

Turn right on Rte. 606 (Shiloh School Rd.), go 2 

mi. Turn right on Rte. 605 (Balls Neck Rd), go 

0.8 mi. and turn right on Rte. 670 (Hardingôs 

Wharf Dr.). Go 0.6 mi. to #601. 

 

What initially began as a perennial garden in 2000 

is now transformed into an all season landscape. 
Visitors enter the property through tall pine trees 

underplanted with hollies, viburnums, callicarpas 

and Japanese maples.  In early spring, this area is 

blazing with azaleas. In fall, various berries, ma-

ples and hydrangeas give color, texture and inter-

est. As one moves into the open, six different gar-

den areas flow into each other, including an herb 

garden and a raised vegetable bed.  A Buddha sits 

in a peaceful meditation garden. Various orna-

mental grasses tie the garden together.  The peren-

nial borders are edged with stone pavers, creating 

a pleasing design and simplifying lawn care. 

 
 Note: gardens may be visited in any order. 

 1. Sunrise Bay 
      Sylvia and Bob Sawyer 

 

From Kilmarnock  take Rte. 200 North for 

approx. 2 mi. Turn right on Rte. 607 (Ditchley 

Rd.) and go 1.9 mi. to #1946. 
  
The garden was begun in 2002 after restoration 

of the house was completed. Many plants were 

brought from the ownersô former home along 

with the stones and rocks used to outline the 

beds.  A low brick wall surrounding the pool 
area is complemented by  roses, perennials and 

large flowering pots.  Grasses edge the shoreline 

and stepping stones meander among the beds on 

all sides of the house. Several benches are 

placed in scenic spots so visitors can enjoy the 

garden and the view.  Shade, part sun and sun, 

combined with a great deal of wind, form mi-

croclimates on this point of land. Sandy soil, 

amended with compost, predominates in all the 

beds. 

  2. Chicacomico 
      Janice and Jere Litsinger 

 

From Kilmarnock take Rte. 200 North for 

approx. 2 mi. Turn right on Rte. 607(Ditchley 

Rd.) and go 1.9 mi. to 140 Joseph Ball Lane. 

 

The word ñChicacomicoò means, in the lan-

guage of the Powhatan Indians, ñdwelling on 

big water.ò  The Litsingersô panoramic view 
looks out on Dividing Creek and beyond to the 

Chesapeake Bay, and the visitorôs first impres-

sion certainly is ñbig water!ò Unique to this 

lovely property are three huge, very old silver 

maples and a bald cypress tree.  A boxwood 

garden, originally installed in the 1930s, lends a 

formal touch, which contrasts attractively with 

extensive daffodil beds containing specimens 

from all the daffodil divisions.  An inviting 

guest house, with its own garden, perched at the 

waterôs edge, will entice visitors to relax and 
enjoy the views in all directions! Just Gardens and The Haven are not responsible for 

accidents occurring on this tour. 

to handle drainage issues. This carefully de-

signed and chemical-free garden demonstrates 

how a waterfront property can be Bay-friendly, 

manageable and aesthetically delightful. 

Shiloh School  

an Historic Virginia Landmark listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places, is a 1906 

one-room school at the corner of  Shiloh 

School and Balls Neck Rds. It will be open in 

honor of Just Gardens 10th Anniversary. 

Please stop by to peek inside.  

      Porta-potty available. 
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.       3. Swan Song 
               Betty Wright and Bill Armbruster 
 
From Kilmarnock take Rte. 200 North for 
approx. 2 mi. Turn right onto Rte. 607 (Ditchley 

Rd.) and go 2 mi. to #2002. 

 

Swan Song is a garden in transition. An estab-

lished, overgrown landscape has been molded 

over the last 3 years to fit the ownersô lifestyle. 

The result is a low-maintenance ñeveryday gar-

denò with some very special features. The front 

of the house is primarily in shade, with Indian 

hawthorns, hydrangeas, a Japanese maple, aucu-

bas and perennials defining the house. Cedars 

and pines provide a sanctuary.  The back of the 
house is bathed in sunshine, with a view of a 

private cove. The deck and the lawn are edged 

with perennials and shrubs and brightened with 

pots of flowers. A whimsical outdoor room is 

tucked away beyond the herb garden. 


